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PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM (PIF) for INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES 

Note: PIFs are prepared by applicants and evaluated by DHR staff and the State Review Board based on information 
known at the time of preparation. Recommendations concerning PIFs are subject to change if new information becomes 

available. 
 

DHR No. (to be completed by DHR staff) ___011-0008_____________________ 
 
1. General Property Information 

Property name: ___Gish-Nininger House; Benjamin F. Nininger House____ 
 
Property address: _1225 Roanoke Road_(U.S. Route 220)__________________________________ 

City or Town:__Daleville______________ 
Zip code: __24083_________________ 

 
Name of the Independent City or County where the property is located: ___Botetourt County____  

 
Category of Property (choose only one of the following): 
Building _x___  Site _____  Structure _____   Object _____ 

 
 
2. Physical Aspects 

Acreage: __.758_______________________________ 
 

Setting (choose only one of the following): 
Urban _____ Suburban _____ Town _____ Village __ ___ Hamlet __X___ Rural_____ 

 
Briefly describe the property’s overall location and setting, including any notable landscape features:  

The Gish-Nininger House, also known as the Benjamin F. Nininger House, stands on the east side of 
College Drive (SR 656) and west of U.S. Route 220 (Roanoke Road) in Daleville in southern Botetourt 
County. College Drive formerly served as part of the Blue Ridge Turnpike and the original U.S. Route 
220, which later was realigned to the west and intersects with Interstate-81 about one mile to the 
southeast. The Lord Botetourt High School campus lies north of the house site. The immediate area 
is a mix of residential and commercial development. Residential development includes several late-
nineteenth and early-twentieth century buildings associated with the former Daleville College and now 
converted to apartments (#011-5095; VDHR Historical Marker D-41). Adjacent commercial 
construction includes the offices of First Bank (formerly the Bank of Fincastle, Daleville Branch) 
located to the north, and an office building located to the east, which were both built in 2009. The 
office building, which stands on the same parcel as the subject building, exhibits materials, form, and 
architectural character similar to the historic dwelling. Another commercial property, adjacent to the 
southeast side of the subject parcel, fronts onto U.S. Route 220. 
 
The Gish-Nininger House faces south and is surrounded by a grassy lawn planted with shrubs, 
including boxwoods and other evergreens around the house’s foundation. The house site slopes 
slightly to the south and west, and is on a slight rise above College Drive with a concrete sidewalk 
extending along the west side of the parcel. West of the road, the land flattens out along the course of 
Tinker Creek and Tinker Mountain stands to the southwest. A spring-fed tributary of Tinker Creek 
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crosses beneath College Drive south of the house. The NRHP-listed Tinker Mill (#011-0057), the 
1847 water-powered grist mill built and operated by Peter Nininger (Benjamin’s father), is less than a 
half mile west of the Gish-Nininger House. 

 
3. Architectural Description 

Architectural Style(s): ___ Federal    
 
If the property was designed by an architect, landscape architect, engineer, or other professional, please 
list here: __N/A_______________________________________________________ 
 
If the builder is known, please list here:  ____N/A___________________________________ 
 
Date of construction (can be approximate): ____ca.1800____________________________ 
 
Narrative Description (Please do not exceed one page in describing the property): 
Briefly describe the property’s general characteristics, such as its current use (and historic use if 
different), as well as the primary building or structure on the property (such as a house, store, mill, 
factory, depot, bridge, etc.). Include the materials and method(s) of construction, physical appearance 
and condition (exterior and interior), and any additions or other major alterations.  
 
The two-and-a-half-story, limestone Gish-Nininger House was constructed about 1800 with the brick 
rear ell added in the mid-nineteenth century. The stone house, which is five bays wide and two bays 
deep, is laid in a coursed rubble pattern. Notable features of the stonework on the facade include the 
jack arches above the first-floor window and door openings that tie into the stringcourse above the 
first-floor level, and the dressed stones of the corner quoins. The west side elevation also is detailed 
with jack arches above the window openings, here on both first- and second-floor openings, and the 
first floor stringcourse. The stringcourses do not extend to the front corners; this is an unusual, if not 
unique, detail not observed at the county’s other stone houses. Stone quoins are present on both the 
east and west elevations, as well. 
 
The house is covered by a side-facing gable roof, currently clad with composition shingles, with brick 
interior end chimneys at either end. Openings on the front (south) elevation hold a wooden paneled 
and glazed entrance door with a four-light transom (with beveled glass panes) in the first-floor center 
bay, nine-over-nine wooden sash windows on the first-floor level, and six-over-six wooden sash 
windows on the second-floor level. The entrance is accessed from a stone stoop with metal railings 
and is sheltered by a cantilevered shed roof. The wooden cornice that encircles the house is detailed 
with paired brackets on the front and single brackets in the raking eave of the gable ends, likely added 
in the late nineteenth century. Brackets also support the gable end returns. The east and west end 
elevations hold two window openings on each floor level (nine-over-nine sash on the first floor, six-
over-six sash on the second floor), and two smaller openings at the attic level that are covered by 
louvered wooden shutters. The secondary entrance (four paneled door) on the east side of the house 
is set within a recessed, paneled opening and is sheltered by a gable-roofed portico (built about 2009). 
The panels on the reveals of the opening are detailed with reeding. A portion of the rear (north) 
elevation is visible to either side of the ell addition. Two window openings on both floor levels are 
visible on the west side of the ell and one window opening on the second floor is visible on the east 
side. 
 
The two-story, gable-roofed, rear ell is of brick construction laid in a five-course Flemish variant bond 
on the west side, three- to five-course common bond on the east, and a four-course common bond 
on the north end. The shingle-clad, gable roof holds an interior brick chimney on the west side of the 
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ridge. Windows are six-over-six wooden sash and are detailed with header course (row lock) lintels. 
The west side of the ell holds two window openings on each floor level and a small, gable-roofed, 
frame utility enclosure. The north end of the ell holds one centrally located window opening on each 
floor, and the east side elevation holds two door openings on each floor and two window openings 
on the first floor level. The east side elevation is distinguished by a two-level, four-bay open porch 
featuring square wooden supports and turned balusters on the second floor. Concrete pavers cover 
the at-grade porch floor, which extends out to the concrete walkway around the building. The porch, 
which is inset beneath the ell’s gable roof, is enclosed on the north end by the ell’s brick end wall. 
Ghosting along the east wall indicates the location of the former stairs that led to the second-floor of 
the porch; those stairs were not included when the porch was rebuilt ca. 2001. The east wall also 
retains areas of the formerly painted surface. The wooden cornice and brackets found on the stone 
section of the house also are present on the brick ell, although the brackets are more widely spaced. 

 
The house’s interior has been modified for use as office space and most finishes have been 
modernized. The center hall remains intact with the stairs located off the north end of the passage. 
New wooden flooring has been installed in most areas and new gypsum board walls have been erected. 
The window openings retain their deep interior sills, but most original casework has been replaced. 
The large brick fireplace in the rear ell is intact; the fireplaces in the front section of the house appear 
to have been removed or have been obscured by new interior walls. 
 
Historical photographs indicate that a hipped-roofed, one-story, three-bay porch formerly extended 
along the south elevation of the house and another one-story porch extended along the west side of 
the rear ell. The photos also show a one-story, one-bay frame wing on the east side of the stone house, 
approximately where the secondary entrance is presently located. The front porch, side wing, and 
likely the west side porch, were removed by the late 1960s. 

 
In a bullet list, include any outbuildings or secondary resources or major landscape features (such as 
barns, sheds, dam and mill pond, storage tanks, scales, railroad spurs, etc.), including their condition and 
their estimated construction dates. 
 

• Outbuilding, brick, good condition, ca. 1900 (contributing). This one-story, gable-roofed building 
stands northeast behind the house. The gable roof featured boxed eaves and is covered by standing 
seam metal; the brick walls are laid in a five-course common bond. A six-panel wooden door has been 
retrofitted into the single opening on the south end of the building. 

• Office building, 1215 Roanoke Road, two-story, wood frame, cast stone- and brick-clad, good 
condition, ca. 2008 (non-contributing). This two-story, T-plan building, designed to emulate the 
historic dwelling, is located east of the historic dwelling with its main elevation facing north towards 
the paved parking lot. The building consists of a cast stone-clad front-gable-roofed section on the 
west and a brick-clad (stretcher bond) side-gable wing to the east. The side wing holds a two-level 
porch on the north side. Windows are vinyl-sash and fixed units; windows on the stone section also 
feature flanking, decorative louvered shutters. The gable end elevations of the stone section also hold 
small openings at the attic level that are covered by louvered shutters. The large brackets along the 
building’s cornice also emulate those of the historic dwelling, with paired brackets on the west side 
and single brackets on the other elevations. 

• Gravel and paved parking lots (non-contributing) 
 
  



 

Department of Historic Resources  Preliminary Information Form  4 
7/3/2023   Rev. September 2022 

Note: PIFs are prepared by applicants and evaluated by DHR staff and the State Review Board based on information known at the time of preparation. 
Recommendations concerning PIFs are subject to change if new information becomes available. 

4. Property’s History and Significance (Please do not exceed one page) 
Briefly explain the property’s historic importance, such as significant events, persons, and/or families 
associated with the property.  
If the property is important for its architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, or other aspects of 
design, please include a brief explanation of this aspect. 

 
The Gish-Nininger House is associated with two of Botetourt’s prominent families who made 
significant contributions to the industrial, agricultural, educational, religious, and cultural development 
of the area. The two families were members of the German Baptist faith (also known as Dunkers or 
Dunkards) and both families were descendant from German immigrants who came to Virginia from 
Pennsylvania in the eighteenth century (Prillaman 1985:11; Stoner 1962:383). Members of both 
families served as elders and ministers in the church. Peter Nininger (1804-1890) was the son of 
Christian Nininger and Elizabeth Snider Nininger. Peter married Lydia Gish in 1827. Around 1830, 
Peter and Lydia acquired ownership of the land around Tinker Creek through the will of her father, 
Jacob Gish, who had acquired the property from his father Christian Gish (1795). As Jacob’s will 
notes, the Niningers were already “in possession” of the property. In 1847, Peter built the four-story, 
water-powered, brick mill that still stands on Tinker Creek. (Nininger’s mill replaced an earlier mill at 
this site that was built by Gish about 1800.) The area was known as New Amsterdam and was later 
renamed Daleville. Peter and Lydia’s son, Benjamin Franklin Nininger (1848-1924), married Anna 
Maria Denton in 1869 and they soon owned part of the family’s land in New Amsterdam (Stoner 
1962:415-416; Prillaman 1985:12, 27). The couple had 10 children. Members of the Nininger family 
are buried in the Daleville Cemetery less than one-half mile south of the house site. 
 
In 1872, Benjamin F. Nininger planted one of the first peach orchards in the county on his farmland. 
He was a prosperous, progressive farmer, who also owned land in Roanoke County. In addition to his 
agricultural interests, Nininger operated a general merchandise store in Daleville (Prillaman 1985:27, 
29-36). Neither the Nininger nor the Gish family appear in the slave schedules of 1850 and 1860 and 
it is unlikely that the families, as German Baptists, would have owned slaves since their faith was 
opposed to the practice. For the same reasons, they were non-combatants and did not serve in the 
military during the American Civil War. The 1870 census lists Benjamin Nininger and his wife, Anna 
Marie, with three other residents, all of whom were Black. Charles Brown (31) worked on the farm 
and his wife, Paulina (25), was listed as a domestic servant. Sallie Craig (13) also was listed as a domestic 
servant. 
 
The Gish-Nininger House is believed to have been constructed about 1800 by a member of the Gish 
family, possibly Christian Gish or his son, Jacob (Prillaman 1985:12). It is Benjamin F. Nininger, 
however, who historically is most closely associated with the house because this was his residence 
from about the time of his marriage (1869) until the end of his life (1924). Nininger lived in this house 
while establishing his orchards on his surrounding farmland and when he, George Layman, Jr., and 
Theodorus Denton founded the Botetourt Normal School, which became the four-year Daleville 
College. Previous survey recorded that Anna Nininger served as the school nurse (Hunt 1957). It was 
on land donated by Nininger in 1891 that the college’s educational, administrative, and residential 
buildings were constructed. Nininger also supported the school financially, providing for the heating 
plant for the school and paying off the institution’s indebtedness. 
 
In addition to its association with Benjamin F. Nininger, the house is an excellent example of an early 
stone house in Botetourt County. Only a few stone houses from the late-eighteenth and early-
nineteenth centuries remain standing in the county; in 2015, research by DHR Architectural Historian 
Michael Pulice indicated that eight stone houses had been documented in Botetourt, but only five 
remained extant. (The ruins of a sixth stone house, the Malcom Allen House (#011-0346), consist 



 

Department of Historic Resources  Preliminary Information Form  5 
7/3/2023   Rev. September 2022 

Note: PIFs are prepared by applicants and evaluated by DHR staff and the State Review Board based on information known at the time of preparation. 
Recommendations concerning PIFs are subject to change if new information becomes available. 

only of the remnants of exterior stone walls.) Of those, two have been listed in the NRHP: the Bryan 
McDonald, Jr. House (#011-0021), which is distinguished by a sandstone façade, large exterior end 
chimneys and a large brick rear ell, and the Reynolds Property (#011-0138), which is a one-and-a-half-
story example that, despite its virtually complete loss of interior integrity, was listed due mainly because 
early stone houses are so rare. Other regional examples of NRHP-listed stone houses include the 
Samuel Harshbarger House in Roanoke County (#080-0013), the Old Stone House in Bath County 
(#008-0105), and Mount Pleasant in Staunton (#007-0024). Although not the oldest in the county, 
the Gish-Nininger house is an important and well-executed example of the stone construction method 
brought to the region by German immigrants and their descendants and shows the influence 
(architectural, religious, and cultural) of that group as they moved up the Shenandoah Valley. The 
Gish-Nininger House exhibits notable refinements of the stone construction method such as the use 
of jack arches above door and window openings, a stringcourse, and corner quoins. The brick ell, 
dating to ca. 1825, is reflective of the expansion of the house as the family grew and personal finances 
improved, and reflects the architectural trends of the period. Despite interior alterations, the exterior 
integrity and quality of this dwelling makes it an important resource for its contribution to local 
architectural history. 
 
Previous Survey 
In 1957 and again in 1967 (HABSI), the house was recorded for VHLC. In 1957, the surveyor noted 
that the house had been vacant for about 30 years. That survey also credited Christian Gish with the 
house’s construction and noted that Gish was “known for his ability to build with stone,” but does 
not cite a source. The 1967 survey recorded that the house undergoing renovation. That survey also 
identified Laurence Krone as the stone mason, but did not cite a source. During the 1970s, the house 
was used as an antiques shop.  
 
In 2001, the house was surveyed as part of a Section 106 compliance project, and was recommended 
as eligible as a contributing resource to the proposed Daleville College Historic District (#011-5095), 
which closed in 1933. The other historic buildings associated with the school are on the west side of 
College Drive. The house, however, also was recommended individually eligible under Criterion C in 
the area of Architecture “because it embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method 
of construction. It is a fine example of both stone and brick construction as well as architecture in the 
Shenandoah Valley” (Neville 2001). The SHPO concurred with the recommendations, but 
recommended that the historic district boundaries be expanded. (Subsequent development of the site 
likely precludes this expansion.) 
 
This PIF recommends the Gish-Nininger House as eligible for individual listing on the NRHP at a 
local level of significance under Criterion C for its distinctive architecture. In addition, the house may 
qualify for listing under Criterion A under Community Planning and Development and Early 
Settlement for its association with the late-eighteenth/early-nineteenth German Baptist presence in 
Botetourt County and the establishment of New Amsterdam (Daleville) as a German Baptist enclave 
and a rural commercial center. The house may also qualify for listing under Criterion B as the residence 
of Benjamin F. Nininger, a prominent farmer who made significant contributions to the agricultural, 
educational, and religious development of the area. While the house is a prominent resource within 
the proposed Daleville College Historic District, it also retains individual historical significance. The 
period of significance for the property begins ca. 1800, the initial date of construction, and extends to 
1924, the year Benjamin F. Nininger died. 
 
Archaeological Sites 
A garden patch historically stood at the north end of the house. Until about 2001, a frame dwelling 
and a bank barn with a stone foundation also were on the parcel (which at the time extended up to 
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Tinker Mill Road). In the 1970s-1980s, two archaeological sites, 44BO0165 and 44BO0166, were 
recorded in that section of the property. The property owner at the time indicated that she had 
collected numerous artifacts from the garden plot including a projectile point appearing to date from 
the Late Archaic period (Moldenhauer n.d.). Later investigations (Gray & Pape 2002) determined that 
the two sites were components of a single, multi-component site that occupied the same expanse of 
ground. Artifacts recovered from the site indicated a domestic scatter related to a former dwelling on 
the site, evidenced by glass and a variety of ceramics, and the prehistoric scatter included sand-
tempered pottery from the Late Woodland period. The 2001 investigations determined that, due to 
disturbance from historic plowing in the area and recent land clearing activity, no intact deposits were 
present. 
 
Please list all sources of information used to research the history of the property, such as deeds, census 
and tax records, and/or published articles and books. (It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or 
family genealogies to this form.) 
 
• Gray & Pape, Inc. A Phase I Archaeological Survey For The Bank of Fincastle, Botetourt County, 

Virginia, And Boundary Delineation For The Proposed Daleville College Historic District. VDHR Project 
Number 01-0184. Prepared for Engineering Concepts, Fincastle, VA.  February 25, 2002. 

• Walter S. Hunt, Jr. Architectural survey form, Gish-Nininger House, 1957. 
• J.T. Moldenhauer. Archaeological Documentation, 44BO0165 and 44BO0166. N.d. 
• Ashley Neville. VDHR Architectural Survey Form 011-0008; 011-5095-0006, “Benjamin F. 

Nininger House.” 2001. 
• Helen R. Prillaman. Places Near the Mountains. Roanoke, VA: Privately Published, 1985. 
• Michael Pulice. VDHR Architectural Survey Form 011-0138, “Reynolds Farm/Alphin Stone 

House.” 2015. 
• Roanoke Historical Society. Architectural survey form (Historic American Building Survey 

Inventory), Gish-Nininger House, 1967. 
• Robert Douthat Stoner. A Seed-Bed of the Republic: Botetourt County. Roanoke, VA: Roanoke 

Historical Society, 1969. 
• W.L. Whitwell and Lee W. Winborne. The Architectural Heritage of the Roanoke Valley. 

Charlotteville, VA: University Press of Virginia, 1982. 
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